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Fabulous Night Out Supports “Home of the Sparrow”

In the summer of 1974, housed 
within a small-sized garage, Ken, 
Mike and Rich Stobart launched 
their first printing business—K&M 
Printing. Ken was the sales force, 
Mike handled prepress and Rich was 
the production expert. 

Within a matter of months, the 
Stobart brothers expanded into a 
1200 sq. foot building in Des  
Plaines and the rest is history. 

Continued Expansion

With continued success, K&M 
Printing expanded their business 
space in June of 1978 and moved 
their facility to the Elk Grove location 
on Joey Drive. This new location 
provided an additional 6500 sq. ft. 
and allowed for a complete bindery 
and warehouse facility.

In December of 1983, the company 
bolstered their existing space by 
moving into a newly designed 
building at 1430 N. Meacham, 
Schaumburg. This new facility offered 
23,000 sq. ft. to allow for larger sheet 
size presses and expanded prepress 
and platemaking capabilities.

Our most recent move came in 
October, 1999, when we chose the 
space two doors south—now our 
current location at 1410 N. Meacham 
in Schaumburg. Our existing facility 
is 36,000 sq. feet and provides 
additional space for several 4 color 
presses and a larger, more complete 
bindery.

In October of 2005, K&M Printing 
opened Spotlight Graphic Solutions 

(continued on p.3)

On May 17, the ladies from K&M Printing were 
treated to a special night out. The evening held 
mystery and magic and we learned about the 
programs that McHenry non-profit Home of the 
Sparrow provides for women and children as they 
transition from homelessness to self-sufficiency.

At the elegant Sanfilippo Estate in Barrington, 
we enjoyed a self-guided tour of the estate and 
listened to an exquisite organ mini-concert. We 
indulged in a delicious meal and enjoyed the Eden 
Palais Carousel during this social event. We also 
participated in an auction with many generously 
donated items.

K&M printed the tickets and brochure.

in business
Thank You

to Our
Loyal Customers!

celebrating

K&M Printing thanks  
our loyal customers  
and employees for
40 years of business

Home of the Sparrow 

Phantom of the Opera Concert & Masquerade Gala

1410 N. Meacham Road
Schaumburg, IL 60173

Come see the iGen for yourself. Call your sales rep today!



“I have been a loyal customer of K&M 
Printing for almost 25 years – and 
for good reason. As the old saying 
goes, you can only pick two from 
QUALITY PRODUCT, COMPETITIVE 
PRICING and QUICK TURNAROUND. 
But when it comes to K&M, you get all 
three. Their commitment to service is 
unsurpassed. Their staff is experienced, 
knowledgable and courteous. As far 
as I’m concerned, there is no reason 
to look any further. When asked 
for a printing 
referral, I have 
only one answer 
– K&M Printing of 
Schaumburg.

Kristen Marzejon 
Owner 
Medart Design

K&M Printing (continued)Copper Fiddle 
Favorite  
Recipes
Copper Fiddle Mule
Copper Fiddle Mule is made 
with either of our gins.

2oz. of Copper Fiddle Gin

3/4 oz. of fresh lime juice

4 oz. of ginger beer 

over ice in a copper mug

Chocolate Martini
The chocolate martini is 
made using our bourbon.

2 1/2 oz. of Copper Fiddle bourbon

some chocolate syrup

dash of chocolate bitters

3 oz. half n half

shake with cinnamon and sugar 

What’s in a name? 
The Copper Fiddle Distillery Story

The Print Connection is printed on the Xerox iGen 150 using 100# MPC gloss text paper.

1) both products hand-made; 2) both products made in the 
Chicagoland area; 3) both getting better with age; and 4) music 
and whiskey go really well together. 

While we really liked the correlation of the violin, I struggled 
with the term. I was born and raised in the south and thought of 
the violin as a “fiddle”.  For that very reason, we replaced the 
name “violin” with “fiddle” and established our new name—
Copper Fiddle.

With our new name and business plan in hand, we located the 
perfect retail property that would satisfy our needs for high 
ceilings, good water, and good drainage. On December 18, 
2012, we presented our plan to the city of Lake Zurich.

Within a 15-month period of working nights and weekends 
and receiving federal, state, and local approval, the Copper 
Fiddle Distillery opened its doors to the public on March 15th, 
2014.  Our new adventure was officially underway.

We were fortunate to partner with a great printing company 
to launch our new business. K&M Printing came highly 
recommended by Jose after working with them for 15 years at 
TMIAmerica. He raved about K&M’s top-notch, professional 

by Fred Robinson

Our business adventure all began in the summer of 2012 when my neighbor and 
good friend, Jose, called me with a crazy idea of going in together on a still. At 
first I had no idea what he was taking about, but was soon convinced it could be 
a fun summer hobby.  

Jose threw himself into the new venture 
with a vengeance, reading everything he 
could find on the subject of distilling. I was 
still apprehensive but my curiosity drove 
my interest.

We did have a rough start though. Our 
very first product, a vodka recipe, had 
poor results followed by potato vodka, 
with an even worse outcome. After 
numerous attempts, Jose discovered a 
bourbon recipe that was quite good. Once 
we had the recipe refined, we packaged 

the new product in mason jars 
and introduced our new bourbon 
at various golf tournaments. My 
objective was to get the new 
product into the hands of all 
the golf pros. Happily, the new 
whiskey recipe was well received 

and even a big hit with 
our neighbors and 
friends.

With the enthusiasm 
from our initial success, 
the wheels start turning 
as we began to consider 

our endeavor a real business opportunity. We 
initiated the research on operating costs and 
necessary procedures to satisfy the regulatory agencies at the federal, state, and 
local levels. Finalizing the data and agreeing that both families could handle 
the start up cost without tension, we took the plunge and established our new 
business.

We now needed a name for the company. Knowing Jose eventually wanted a 
big copper pot still for the bourbon, we both agreed that “copper” would be 

part of our name, but struggled to find the second 
word.  We eventually had legal pads filled with 
different ideas. Finally, one afternoon Jose’s wife, 
Nancy, started telling a story about an heirloom 
violin that helped us uncover the perfect name. The 
violin had been in her family since 1906 and she had 
recently recovered it from her 91-year old father who 
was about to throw it away. When she took it to a 
local violin shop-keeper to have it reconditioned, 
Nancy learned it was originally hand-made in 
Chicago and incredibly valuable. I began to see 
the similarities between the violin and our product: 

K&M sales rep Keith Stobart samples this year’s 
product in the Copper Fiddle Tasting Room.

and added premier signage 
capabilities to our service menu. 
This new acquisition added a total 
of 14,000 sq. feet with their facility 
residing at 1400 Wilkening in 
Schaumburg.

Dedicated Employees

Proudly stated, many of our 
employees have been with us since 
the beginning years, some started 
working during their summer breaks 
while in high school. The average 
employee tenure is 24 plus years. 
Bonnie Weiss has been with the 
company for 38 years, the longest 
employed.

Long-Standing Customers

While our employees have become 
family and the very reason for our 
continued success, we especially 
value our long-standing customer 
relationships. Many clients have 
been with us from day one and have 
witnessed and contributed to our 
growth.

Tributes
At this 40th 
Anniversary time 
the Stobarts and 
the K&M extended 
family are saddened 
by the death of 
Michael Stobart.

A brother, business partner, and a 
friend that K&M employees could 
turn to for advice and friendship will 
be sorely missed. Everyone who new 
Michael will miss his jovial laugh, 
words of wisdom and quick wit.

We remember Christine Arendarcyk. 
Christine was the sister of the Stobart 
brothers and sister Elaine, who was fun 
loving, family loving and a joy to know 
and be around, always concerned 
about her fellow co-workers.

Many of us have worked together 
for numerous years, and remember 
those that helped build K&M Printing, 
and we’ll continue to remember 
Rich Frodin, proud of his work as a 
pressman.

service and I have to agree. K&M did a fantastic 
job producing the logo on our front door and all 
of our bottle labels.  They were able to enhance 
the quality of our brand with their outstanding 
work. 

Like us on Facebook and let us know how we’re doing!
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